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A. Personal Statement

| am Michele Tufano, currently a postdoctoral researcher in the Neuroscience Department at the
University of Naples Federico Il. My research focuses on understanding the role of glial cells in
neurodegenerative diseases, with particular emphasis on Parkinson's disease pathogenesis. My
previous research includes investigating dopaminergic dysfunction in Mucopolysaccharidosis type
IlIA and characterizing tumor-infiltrating regulatory T cells in cholangiocarcinoma, contributing to
the discovery of MEOX1's role in immune suppression.

B. Positions and Honors
Positions and Employment

03/2025 — Current | Naples, Italy

Postdoctoral Researcher — Department of Neurosciences, University of Naples Federico Il
Research topic: Study of glial phenotypes in a Parkinson's disease mouse model.

Supervisor: Prof. Antonella Scorziello.

01/2023 — 02/2025 | Naples, Italy

Ph.D. Student — Department of Neurosciences, University of Naples Federico Il
Research topic: Role of astrocytes in a Parkinson's disease mouse model.
Supervisor: Prof. Antonella Scorziello.

09/2021 - 12/2021 | Milan, Italy




Junior Research Fellow — Centro Cardiologico Monzino

Research topic: Effect of antiplatelet therapies in patients with depression and coronary disease.
Supervisor: Dr. Silvia Stella Barbieri.

Main contributions: Editing of flow cytometry protocols using Acoustic Focusing Attune NxT
(Thermo Fisher).

10/2019 - 11/2020 | Milan, Italy

Junior Research Fellow — Humanitas Research Hospital

Research topic: High-dimensional single-cell analysis of T cells infiltrating human
cholangiocarcinoma.

Supervisor: Dr. Enrico Lugli.

Main responsibilities: Antibody titration for flow cytometry panels, technical support for FACS
analysis on tumor and peritumor samples, and production of third-generation lentiviral vectors for
gain-of-function mutations.

04/2019 — 10/2019 | Pozzuoli, Italy

Junior Research Fellow — Telethon Institute of Genetics and Medicine (TIGEM)

Research topic: Disease mechanisms leading to dopaminergic dysfunction underlying behavioral
symptoms in MPS-IIIA.

Supervisor: Dr. Elvira De Leonibus.

Skills acquired: Mouse genotyping, behavioral task design, Western blotting, and
immunohistochemistry.

09/2015 — 03/2019 | Naples, Ital

Internship — Institute of Genetics and Biophysics Adriano Buzzati-Traverso (IGB-CNR)
Research topic: Dopaminergic dysfunction in a mouse model of Mucopolysaccharidosis type IlIA.
Supervisor: Dr. Elvira De Leonibus.

Achievements: |dentification of behavioral symptoms (BSs) and demonstration that BSs in MPS-
[lIA are linked to dopaminergic system expansion.

Other Experience and Professional Memberships

03/2023 — Ongoing Member of the SINS Youth Committee

06/2021 — 08/2021 | Matera, Italy Radiology Technician — Poliambulatorio Madonna della Bruna
04/2019 4th ESGT Spring School — The European Society of Gene and Cell Therapy
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