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A. Personal Statement 
 
SINS: as the incoming coordinator of the PhD program in Neuroscience at UniCA, my primary interest within 
SINS would be to leverage the Society as a platform to foster networking among PhD programs and PhD 
students, at both the national and European levels. I firmly believe that strengthening a dedicated PhD 
network would provide invaluable opportunities for doctoral students, not only enhancing their training 
experience but also promoting the development of long-term research collaborations. Of pivotal importance 
In today’s research environment, a fortified collaboration between SINS and dedicated European networks 
such as the ALBA-Fens would be a key platform to promote equity, diversity, and inclusion (EDI) in doctoral 
training. 
Research: Since several years, the focus of my research has been neuroinflammation and immune responses 
dysregulation in relation to the neuropathology of proteinopathies, with special regard to Parkinson’s disease 
(PD) and more recently amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS), with the final objective of understanding whether 
pharmacologically harnessing immune function can be exploited to arrest neuropathology. Specifically, a 
main interest in my research is to understand how the disease condition affects central and peripheral immune 
responses, and whether testing of new/repositioned drugs with immunomodulatory properties, display 
disease-modifying and/or neuroprotective effects. To investigate these issues and based on the recognized 
pathological role of misfolded proteins in neurodegenerative diseases, I have developed and characterized 
PD and ALS rodent models based on the infusion of exogenous toxic proteins such as α-synuclein and TDP-
43, which offer a useful platform for preclinical translational research. These scientific interests have gathered 
several national and international collaborations.  
I’m member of the European consortium IMMUPARKNET “The role of immunity in tackling Parkinson’s 
disease through a translational network”, and member of ALBA-Fens network. 
Academic: I have been the vice coordinator of the PhD in Neuroscience at the University of Cagliari for several 
years, and I’m now appointed as PhD coordinator starting October 1st.  Since 2022 I’m the Director of the 
ALS interdepartmental Center for ALS and motor neuron diseases. 
 

B. Positions and Honors 

▪ Positions and Employment 
 
2000-2003: Research Associate, University of Cagliari 



2003-2015: Assistant Professor, University of Cagliari 

2016-2021: Associate Professor of Pharmacology, University of Cagliari 

From March 2021: Full Professor of Pharmacology, University of Cagliari 

from 2003: Academic Board, PhD program in Neuroscience at University of Cagliari. 

from 2017: Academic Board, Specialization school of Toxicology and Pharmacology at University of Cagliari. 

2019-2025: vice-coordinator of the PhD program in Neuroscience at University of Cagliari. 

From 2022: Director, Inter-department center SLA-motor neuron disorders. 

April 2024: Appointed Coordinator of the PhD program in Neuroscience at the University of Cagliari, starting 

October 1st 2025. 

 

▪ Other Experience and Professional Memberships 
 
Currently subGEV coordinator for research evaluation (VQR) 2020-2024 for the area 05, subGEV 4.  

Membership: member of the IMMUPARKNET Action supported by the European COST funding organization. 

Society Memberships: FENS; IBAGS; SINS; SIF; LIMPE; International Society for Neurochemistry (ISN). 

Journal editorial boards: Neurotoxicity Research; Experimental Neurology; Guest editor for Parkinson’s 

Disease, Frontiers in Neuroscience. 

Member and President of several evaluation commissions for academic roles (Researcher, Associate 

professor). 

I have contributed to the organization of national (Società Italiana di Neuroscienze) and international 

(Mediterranean Society for Neuroscience) meetings and organized several symposiums in national and 

international meetings. 

Current international collaborations: Nigel Greig, PhD, National Institute of Aging (US); Dong Seok Kim, PhD, 

Aevisbio Inc., Seul (SK); Prof. Janne Grønli, PhD, somnologist, Head of Bergen Stress and Sleep Group, 

Department of Biological and Medical Psychology, University of Bergen; Prof. Tzoulis Charalompos, MD-

PhD, Professor of Neurology and Neurogenetics, Head Neuromics Group, Director K.G Jebsen Center for 

Parkinson's disease, Co-Director Neuro-SysMed Center, University of Bergen and Haukeland University 

Hospital (Norway). 

 

Scopus ID: 70068296873, Orcid ID: 0000-0003-3104-9010, 81 publications; H index 33, citations 3,719. 
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