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A. Personal Statement

My motivation for joining the SINS Young Researchers Committee comes from the important role that the
Society has played in my scientific journey, supporting me with travel grants, awards, and networking
opportunities. Building on this experience, | want to help create a more connected community of young
neuroscientists, fostering dialogue and collaboration across disciplines, institutions, and regions. In today’s
changing academic landscape, the group can also serve as a forum to discuss career development,
understand new research contracts, and stay updated on ministerial decrees affecting tenure processes.
My research focuses on the anatomical and molecular bases of neurodevelopmental disorders, studied
through multidisciplinary approaches in animal models. With experience in mentoring, organising scientific
events, and establishing collaborations, | aim to promote initiatives that enhance training, visibility, and
career awareness for early-career researchers in neuroscience.

B. Positions and Honor

= Positions and Employment

= November 2024: Tenure-Track Researcher (RTT) in Histology and Embryology
@Department of Life Sciences and Public Health - Catholic University of the Sacred
Heart, Rome, Italy (Bolzano Campus).

= June 2023 — October 2024: Post-Doc Researcher @CIBIO Department of Cellular,
Computational and Integrative Biology — University of Trento. Histological-molecular
study in a genetic model of retinal disease in zebrafish. Supervisor: Prof. Simona
Casarosa.

= March - June 2023: Post-Doc Researcher @CIMeC Center for Mind/Brain Sciences
— University of Trento. Molecular-behavioural study of a genetic mouse model of
autism spectrum disorder. Supervisor: Prof. Yuri Bozzi.

= 2018 — 2023: PhD Student @CIMeC Center for Mind/Brain Sciences — University of
Trento. Multidisciplinary study on somatosensory processing defects in mouse models
of autism spectrum disorders. Supervisor: Prof. Yuri Bozzi.

= March - September 2017: Research Assistant @Karolinska Institutet, Department
of Women's and Children's Health -Karolinska Institutet, Stockholm, Sweden.
Histological-molecular study on the effect of a




cellular treatment (bone marrow-derived macrophages, M2-polarised) in a mouse
model of neonatal asphyxia. Supervisor: Prof. Ulrika Adén, Dr. Elena di Martino.

2016-2017: Internship for master thesis @SISSA (International School of Advanced
Studies), Trieste, Italy. Thesis title: Comparative analysis of macrophage polarisation
markers in trigeminal ganglia of genetic mouse models of migraine. Supervisor: Prof.
Elsa Fabbretti, Prof. Andrea Nistri, Dr. Sandra Vilotti.

May - July 2014: Internship for bachelor's thesis @University of Naples Federico I,
Italy. Thesis title: Effects mediated by satellite DNA on genome regulation and
tumorigenesis. Supervisor: Prof. Orfeo Picariello.

= QOther Experience and Professional Memberships

= Honors

Member, Italian Society of Neuroscience (SINS).

Member, Federation of European Neuroscience Societies (FENS).

Member, Brainstorming Research Assembly for Young Neuroscientists (BraYn).
Participant, Virtual Italian Retinal Institute Participant, Collegio Docenti di Istologia ed
Embriologia

Participant, ZebraHub TN — working group on zebrafish model at the University of
Trento

March 2024: “Best Doctorate in Cognitive and Brain Sciences PhD 2023".
Recognised by the Executive Committee of the Doctorate in Cognitive Sciences at the
University of Trento for academic excellence in cognitive research and neuroscience.
February 2024: Prize of €400 for the best scientific communication at the “Collegio
Docenti di Istologia ed Embriologia” (College of Histology and Embryology Teachers),
with a presentation entitled “An Eye on IMPG2 in retinal dystrophies, a Zebrafish
study” — Rome, February 22-23, 2024

July 2023: “SINS Travel Grant” for participation in the 20th National Congress of the
Italian Society for Neuroscience — Turin, September 11-14, 2023.

June 2022: “SINS outstanding oral presenter award” at the “SINS PhD Meeting”
conference, with a presentation entitled “Somatosensory processing deficits and
altered connectivity in Cntnap2 -/- and Shank3b -/- mouse models of autism spectrum
disorder” — Brescia, June 11 2022.

January 2022: €200 prize “for the excellent quality of his research work presented at
the CIMeC Doctoral Student Day,” with a presentation entitled “Somatosensory
processing deficits and altered cortico- hippocampal connectivity in Shank3b-/- mice”
— Rovereto, 27 January 2022

June 2021: “Best poster presentation award” at the European Neuroscience
Conference, ENCODS, with a poster entitled “Somatosensory processing deficits
and altered cortico-hippocampal connectivity in Shank3b/- mice” — Online Virtual
Conference, 4-6 June 2021

2018-2022: Doctoral scholarship from the University of Trento funded by the
CARITRO Foundation.

March 2017: Erasmus+ Traineeship Scholarship from the University of Trieste.
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